
The Canadian Museum of Nature - Quick Facts 
 

The Canadian Museum of Nature, Box 3443, Stn D, Ottawa, ON  K1P 6P4 
(613) 566-4700, 1-800-263-4433, nature.ca 

The Canadian Museum of Nature (CMN) is Canada’s national natural history museum. 
Its purpose is to increase, throughout Canada and internationally, interest in, knowledge of, 

and respect and appreciation for the natural world. 
 

• History: The CMN originated in the Geological Survey of 
Canada (GSC), which dates from the mid-19th century. The 
year 2006 marked the 150th anniversary of the Act in 
Parliament that empowered the GSC to create a national 
museum for Canadians. By 1912, the GSC’s collections were 
put on display in the Victoria Memorial Museum Building 
(VMMB) in downtown Ottawa. In 1927, the museum became 
the National Museum of Canada, which later divided into 
natural history, human history and science and technology 
branches that became distinct museums. In 1988, the VMMB 
became the exclusive home of the Canadian Museum of 
Nature, which became a Crown corporation on July 1, 1990. 

• The VMMB was the first building in Canada constructed to 
house a national museum. This historic building is now being 
renovated, but is still open to the public. The multi-year project, 
is upgrading the infrastructure, enhancing visitor amenities and 
developing new gallery spaces that meet modern museum 
standards.  The grand reopening of the newly renewed museum 
will take place in May 2010.  

• In 1997, the CMN’s administrative offices and collections were 
moved to the Natural Heritage Building in Gatineau, Quebec. 
It was built to consolidate and preserve the national collections, 
replacing 13 older buildings.  

• Fiscal year 2008-09 was a transition year for the Museum 
during which its new Strategic Plan was finalized in 
consultation with partners, clients and key stakeholders.  The 
Museum’s new strategies and objectives emphasize a new 
institutional direction – one that encourages environmental 
responsibility through scientific discovery and debate.  In 
following this direction, our Museum will remain socially 
relevant and promote itself as a leader in its field.  

• The CMN’s collections comprise over 10 million specimens, 
including plants, animals, minerals and fossils from Canada and 
the world. Our collections of fish, tropical beetles, freshwater 
clams, arctic plants, horned dinosaurs and lichens are 
considered among the best in the world. The collection contains 
many holotypes (or type specimens) – specimens that were first 
used to describe new species. 

• CMN research scientists conduct collections-based research to 
understand environmental change over time.  These studies in 
systematics research take place in the field and in the 
laboratory, and cover the Earth Sciences (fossils and minerals) 
and Life Sciences (plants and animals).   

• The CMN partners with community, national and international 
organizations to enhance its national service. In 2004, the CMN 
became a founding member of the Alliance of Natural History 
Museums of Canada (ANHMC). In 2008-09, the CMN 
partnered with the ANHMC and Students on Ice to co-ordinate 
Polar Perspectives, a national lecture series and youth forums 
connected with International Polar Year.  

 
• This year, the Museum’s 11 full-sized travelling exhibitions 

were showcased at 21 Canadian museums and science centres 
and reached approximately 350,000 people.  Fatal Attraction 
and Ice Age Mammals toured on behalf of the ANHMC and 
reached approximately 60,000 people.  As well, the Museum’s 
suitcase exhibitions were displayed in 25 venues (libraries, 
community centres, museums and schools). 

 
• Through public programmes, the CMN creates new and 

innovative ideas to stimulate an appreciation of nature. 
Educators provide school workshops, videoconferences, 
gallery interpretation and hands-on activities.  They also co-
ordinated a public lecture series for International Polar Year, 
and an ongoing Café Scientifique series. 

• In the fiscal year 2008-09, the CMN reached an estimated 
audience of close to 3.6 million through attendance, website 
visits, television programming, travelling exhibitions and 
published books and products. 

• The CMN library and archives holds more than 44,000 books 
and AV materials, including several thousand rare books and 
pre-20th century serials; the archives have an extensive holding 
of institutional and private records.  The CMN also has a large 
collection of nature art, video footage and photographs.  

• nature.ca, received 2.96 million individual visits in 2008-09. 
The website has an extensive collection of dynamic resources 
about nature.  It also provides information about visiting the 
museum and its exhibitions, collections and research activities, 
and products and services. 

• The CMN has an operating budget of $31.5 million in 2009-
10. Of this amount, $28.8 million comes from the federal 
government; the remainder is self-generated. The CMN also 
received $3.6 million in Parliamentary appropriations for the 
VMMB renovations in 2009-10. In 2008-09, the CMN has 180 
full- and part-time staff and is supported by 178 volunteers 
and more than 5, 212 members. 
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